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Election Hustings 10
th

 April 2015 

Extra questions and Responses from  

Sam Webber (Liberal Democrats)  

 

1. As we are supposedly a world leader in civilisation and 
democracy—why don’t we scrap trident and invest the 100 
billion plus in our health, education and care system? 

Answer: “I support a scaled back nuclear deterrent saving 
money to invest elsewhere. Don’t support scrapping completely 
but a more modern and cheaper deterrent is needed” 

 

2. In light of findings by various leading economic and 
sociological thinkers such as Thomas Piketty and Peter 
Joseph who state that money causes inequality, is 
destroying our planet and depleting finite resources—why 
does no political party even just consider that the capitalist 
economic system is broken, and no longer fit for purpose? 

Answer: “Happy to read further into this strategy, but I believe 
we will only protect our environment through the economy now 
and directing government spending into greener and 
sustainable jobs and industries 

 

3. To all parties intent on making cuts to welfare and social 
services. Do you believe in survival of the fittest? Because 
without such support we cannot compete. 

Answer: “I will continue to defend funding benefits and limiting 
the effect of any welfare cuts in the next 5 years on the most 
vulnerable” 
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4. How are you going to support disabled people who are 
isolated by the welfare cuts? 

Answer: “Ensuring that I engage with disability groups locally to 
limit the impact of any cuts of them and fight to reverse wrong 
decisions” 

 

5. On the topic of immigration: if we stopped competing 
internationally, and shared the world's resources and skills 
equally people wouldn't need to move to countries who have 
a better standard of living. Why does no party seem to be 
striving for such a better world? 

Answer: “I hope we are and will continue to strive for a better 
world. International aid spending which is often criticised is part 
of this, and should improve the lives of the most vulnerable in 
other parts of the world. That in turn should reduce their need 
to come to countries like the UK and help grow their own 
national economies. 

 

6. Has your party created an Easy Read version of your 
manifesto? 

Answer: “Yes various including Braille and Easy Read - 
http://www.libdems.org.uk/read-the-full-manifesto 

 

7. What will your party do to reduce air pollution like we are 
experiencing today? 

Answer: “Improved public transport to reduce need to drive 
especially in cities like London. Cleaner fuels for cars and 
buses. More emphasis is on cleaner vehicles with tax breaks if 
necessary and pedestrianised key areas like we have done in 

http://www.libdems.org.uk/read-the-full-manifesto
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Bromley High Street which works well and introduce this in 
Oxford St in Central London” 

 

8. A 2013 Ipsos Mori survey found the general public believed 
that almost a quarter, 24 percent, of all benefits were claimed 
fraudulently, 34 times greater than the official 0.7 per cent 
estimate, reports Welfare Weekly. According to HMRC 
figures for 2012/13, £1.2bn of benefit spending is lost due to 
fraud, while £4.1bn is lost through tax evasion. What will your 
party do to stop such corporate tax evasion? 

Answer: “We clearly need to invest even more in staff to reduce 
tax evasion and bring in more tax revenues. We need to make 
sure benefits are available for those entitled to them but 
increase penalties for those who claim fraudulently” 

 

9. Re: Independent Living Fund — when this closes would your 
party ensure that local councils get extra money to bridge the 
gap and ensure continuity. 

Answer: “Yes. This point came through loud and clear from 
people attending the Bromley hustings and I fed it back to 
senior members of the party including Simon Hughes MP. I 
hope he will be able to fight for a fairer system to replace the 
ILF and to fund local authorities having to meet additional 
costs. 

 

10. Will the information be in easy read? 

Answer: “Yes I would recommend that was” 
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11. Why is the media still allowed to do to disabled people 
what it can't do to ethnic minorities? 

Answer: “Not clear exactly what this refers to but media should 
not discriminate” 

 

12. In this country we are not used to a coalition government 
compared to other countries. As it is looking likely that 
another coalition will be formed, how are the parties 
intending to ensure that a vote for a smaller party is not a 
wasted vote? 

Answer: “The more people who support the smaller parties the 
higher their vote will be and the closer they will get to winning 
key seats too. I would push for a fairer voting system in the next 
parliament that truly reflects the will of the voters” 

 

13. Would you be willing to make all campaign and political 
literature accessible to people regardless of cost? 

Answer: “Yes, but we need a better system for funding party 
politics perhaps through general taxation. Currently some 
parties are well funded and other smaller parties like mine are 
less well funded and have to target resources at key seats” 

 

14. What would be your most important priority for people with 
learning disabilities? 

Answer: “Reach out to them and ensure that I become their 
champion locally and in Parliament” 
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15. Would you publicly support Experts by Experience 
Bromley mission statement and campaign aims if elected? 

Answer: “Ask to get more involved and volunteer. Have regular 
meetings and question and answer sessions” 
 

16. How can UKIP claim they want to represent people with 
disabilities when Nigel Farage referred to the community as 
"an underclass of parasitic scroungers"? 

Answer: “N/A” 

 

17. What would you do to make the environment more 
accessible and litter free? 

Answer: “Plastic bag charges have now come in with the 
money raised going to environmental charities. We should also 
review local recycling policy and increase street cleaning in 
areas where litter Recycling waste is highest” 

 

18. Do you not think a question panel should be held more 
regularly before policies are enforced to check who is 
affected? 

Answer: “Yes it should. Great initiative and well done to 
everyone who organised it. Should invite key local Cllrs too” 

 

 

19. Can the Green Party please explain why they support the 
Assisted Dying Bill when in Holland they are killing one in 
three without consent? 

Answer: “N/A” 



Page 6 of 6 

 

 

20. When working could it be an idea to pay taxes half direct 
to government and half direct to charities or just all to 
charities? 

Answer: “Suspect this is an unlikely prospect but clearly when 
charities are increasing their role they need to the better funded 
either by donations or grants from local and central 
Government” 

 

21. Are you going to keep your promises? 

Answer: “Yes I will and if I ever fall short I would explain myself 
and ask voters for their support with this in mind, if seeking re-
election” 
 
 

 
~ The End ~ 


