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Election Hustings 10
TH

 April 2015 

Additional questions and Responses from 
Bob Neill (Conservative) 

1. As we are supposedly a world leader in civilisation and 
democracy—why don’t we scrap trident and invest the 100 
billion plus in our health, education and care system? 

Answer: “Sadly we still live in a dangerous world in which there 
are lots of unstable countries. Some of them already have 
nuclear weapons, and others may want to develop them in the 
future, so we need to have a deterrent 365 days a year. 
Governments of all parties have supported this in the past so 
that Britain is able to protect itself in all situations”  

2. In light of findings by various leading economic and 
sociological thinkers such as Thomas Piketty and Peter 
Joseph who state that money causes inequality, is 
destroying our planet and depleting finite resources—why 
does no political party even just consider that the capitalist 
economic system is broken, and no longer fit for purpose? 

Answer: “All the evidence shows that a capitalist, or free market 
system, is actually best at both creating wealth and sharing it 
out. Just contrast the way we have created over a 1000 jobs a 
day in the UK using that system and have reduced 
unemployment to 5.6 per cent, whereas in France, where 
Thomas Piketty comes from and which has a socialist system, 
12 per cent of the population is unemployed, it costs a lot more 
to borrow, and many young people have left to find better 
opportunities abroad, a large number of them in Britain”  

3. To all parties intent on making cuts to welfare and social 
services. Do you believe in survival of the fittest? Because 
without such support we cannot compete. 

Answer: “We have had to make difficult cuts across the board 
to help reduce the deficit we inherited from Labour, which was 



Page 2 of 7 

 

the largest in the developed world. Support will always be there 
for those who need it though, and even with these cuts, the UK 
still spends a fifth more than the EU average on disability 
benefits. We want to help those who need extra support, which 
is why we have cut tax for 26 million people and have stopped 
Labour’s fuel and petrol price increases, saving people 20p per 
litre on their fuel”  

4. How are you going to support disabled people who are 
isolated by the welfare cuts? 

Answer: “No one should feel isolated through changes to the 
welfare system, and to make sure they don’t, the Conservatives 
have said that they will continue to spend £50 billion a year on 
disabled people and the services they need. We also want to 
work with local organisations to make health and social care 
more joined up, meaning people will get a more personalised 
service and giving disabled people more choice and control 
over their own lives” 

5. On the topic of immigration: if we stopped competing 
internationally, and shared the world's resources and skills 
equally people wouldn't need to move to countries who have 
a better standard of living. Why does no party seem to be 
striving for such a better world? 

Answer: “The Conservatives want a better world. For the first 
time ever in 2013, the UK met a longstanding commitment to 
spend 0.7 per cent of its income on aid. We have now passed a 
law which means that all future governments must spend at 
least the same amount, helping to create a healthier and more 
stable world. This money has already helped to put over 11 
million children into school and has provided immunisation for a 
further 55 million children around the world” 
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6. Has your party created an Easy Read version of your 
manifesto? 

Answer: “I believe the Conservative Party Manifesto is available 
in braille, Easy-read and large print”  

7. What will your party do to reduce air pollution like we are 
experiencing today? 

Answer: “We have invested heavily in reducing emissions and 
improving air quality, with more than £2 billion of funding being 
made available since 2011. This has already meant that levels 
of Nitrogen Oxide have reduced by 15 per cent since 2010. In 
the last five years we have planted 11 million trees to help 
tackle air pollution, and a future Conservative government has 
promised to plant 11 million more during the next Parliament, 
as well as supporting green businesses and encouraging 
cleaner energy” 

8. A 2013 Ipsos Mori survey found the general public believed 
that almost a quarter, 24 percent, of all benefits were claimed 
fraudulently, 34 times greater than the official 0.7 per cent 
estimate, reports Welfare Weekly. 
According to HMRC figures for 2012/13, £1.2bn of benefit 
spending is lost due to fraud, while £41bn is lost through tax 
evasion. What will your party do to stop such corporate tax 
evasion? 

Answer: “We have done more than any other government to 
crack down on tax avoidance and evasion, making over 40 
changes to tax law so that everyone pays their fair share. As a 
result, tax compliance is now at a record high, with HMRC 
expected to raise £26 billion this year, £9 billion more than in 
2010. Just through agreements we have made with Switzerland 
and Liechtenstein, the government has brought in and extra £2 
billion in previously unpaid tax” 

The Conservatives will create stricter rules to ensure 
multinationals also pay what is owed, making it harder for them 
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to play the system by moving their profits abroad. This is 
expected to raise over £1 billion over the next five years” 

9. Re: Independent Living Fund — when this closes would your 
party ensure that local councils get extra money to bridge the 
gap and ensure continuity. 

Answer: “The Government, local councils and those running the 
Independent Living Find are working closely with disabled 
charities and organisations to make sure that everyone using 
the ILF continues to receive the support they need when it 
closes” 

10. Will the information be in easy read? 

Answer: “This Government has always supported easy read 
material. Not long after the last general election, the 
Department of Health published guidance which encouraged 
public sector organisations at both the local and national level 
to consider easy read pamphlets, and this is something the 
Conservative Party want to continue”  

11. Why is the media still allowed to do to disabled people 
what it can't do to ethnic minorities? 

Answer: “No one should treat someone differently because of 
disability any more than they should because of ethnicity - 
that's why we have disability discrimination laws. That includes 
the media, and those laws should be enforced.  At the same 
time though, we all need to protect the right to free speech if we 
do not like, or even agree with what people say. Sometimes 
that is a hard balance, so, whilst I'm not in favour of making 
more laws to control the media, we should not be afraid to put 
pressure on them to prevent the people they employ saying 
unacceptable, and often plainly wrong, things about disability” 
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12. In this country we are not used to a coalition government 
compared to other countries. As it is looking likely that 
another coalition will be formed, how are the parties 
intending to ensure that a vote for a smaller party is not a 
wasted vote? 

Answer: “The Conservative Party is aiming to gain an outright 
majority at the General Election, and whilst no vote is a wasted 
vote, the reality is that in some places a vote for a smaller party 
may unintentionally help one of the larger parties, even if you 
do not support them”  

13. Would you be willing to make all campaign and political 
literature accessible to people regardless of cost? 

Answer: “The Conservative Party are committed to making all 
campaign and political literature as accessible as possible, and 
would of course be willing to give any ideas careful 
consideration” 

14. What would be your most important priority for people with 
learning disabilities? 

Answer: “The Conservative Party’s main ambition, for all 
people, is to create a society in which everyone can reach their 
full potential, including helping those with disabilities find work. 
As an example, we have helped young people with Special 
Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) gain internships, and 
as a result around a quarter of people living with learning 
difficulties now have a job. We want to build on this good work, 
creating opportunities for everyone”   

15. Would you publicly support Experts by Experience 
Bromley mission statement and campaign aims if elected? 

Answer: “I fully support the aims of Experts by Experience 
Bromley, and if re-elected will continue to work with 
organisations like them to make Bromley and Chislehurst a 
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better, more accessible place to live and work if you have a 
disability. I am very happy to state that publically” 

16. How can UKIP claim they want to represent people with 
disabilities when Nigel Farage referred to the community as 
"an underclass of parasitic scroungers"? 

Answer: “N/A”  

17. What would you do to make the environment more 
accessible and litter free? 

Answer: “Our beautiful countryside should be available to 
everyone, and the Coalition Government has worked hard to 
protect the environment. For example, we have cleaned up 
10,000 miles of rivers and waterways – more than the length of 
the Amazon and the Nile combined – meaning our rivers and 
canals can be enjoyed by all. Problems with litter is something 
local councils are responsible for, but we will continue to make 
sure that all authorities have the power and support they need 
to make our streets as clean and safe as possible”  

18. Do you not think a question panel should be held more 
regularly before policies are enforced to check who is 
affected? 

Answer: “Government Departments always think about 
everyone who might be affected by a policy before introducing 
it, and almost always set up public consultations, carry out 
impact assessments, and discuss all of their plans with 
charities and organisations that work in that area. Select 
Committees, which look at the work Government Departments 
are doing, often invite experts and those who could be affected 
by changes to come and speak to them, very much like a 
question panel” 
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19. Can the Green Party please explain why they support the 
Assisted Dying Bill when in Holland they are killing one in 
three without consent? 

Answer: “N/A” 

20. When working could it be an idea to pay taxes half direct 
to government and half direct to charities or just all to 
charities? 

Answer: “No. Whilst charities play a vital role in our 
communities, taxes fund the services that we all rely on. This 
includes the NHS, our schools, the emergency services as well 
as the army. Charities alone cannot replace the work these 
public bodies carry out, and that is why taxes must continue to 
be paid to the government, who then distribute the funds 
appropriately”  

21. Are you going to keep your promises? 

Answer: “Yes, judge the Conservatives on our track record. We 
have delivered results in Bromley and Chislehurst and I will 
make sure we continue doing so if re-elected on 7th May”  

 

 

~ The End ~ 


