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1. Is there an effective system in place to integrate customer feedback and 

experience of the Social Care and benefits systems? If not, what will 

you do? 

“No. We need to have co-produced policy and properly funded social care, 

Labour’s manifesto pledge is to put an extra £8 billion into social care, 

including £1 billion in the first year.” 

 

 

2. At the last election Bromley promises not to bring in 15 minute 

Domiciliary Care calls. If elected will you commit to saying ‘No’ to 15 

minute calls?  

“Yes. The Labour Party and I support the Ethical Care Charter which ends 15 

minute calls and would include carers’ travel times in their working day.” 

 

3. My personal experience of Social Care services since the first round of 

cuts has resulted in a less than satisfactory service. Will you commit to 

investing money into social care services to make it more efficient and 

sustainable for the future? 

“Yes – as above. Labour’s manifesto pledge is to put an extra £8 billion into 

social care, including £1 billion in the first year and to establish a National 

Care Service that would work alongside the NHS.” 

 

4. The shortfall on social care funding is undermining Disabled people’s 

dignity, independence, choice and control: How will you ensure social 

care support needs of Disabled people are met? The social model of 

disability is key to Disabled people’s equality and inclusion: Is your party 

committed to the social model of disability, as opposed to the medical or 

biopsychosocial model?  
 

“The Labour Party manifesto clearly sets out that it supports the social model of 
quality and inclusion. The previous Labour government signed the UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) The next  
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Labour government would sign this into law. We will act to tackle 
discrimination, remove barriers and ensure social security delivers dignity and 
empowerment, not isolation and stigma.  

We have released an accessible manifesto and I hope that the small amount 

of BSL I learnt for the hustings demonstrates my commitment to personally 

taking care to remove barriers and practice a social model of disability. I 

understand I must go to people – wherever and whoever they be in Bromley 

and Chislehurst – rather than expecting that they come to me.” 

 

5. Would you support scrapping Trident renewal, so £205 billion can be 

spent on Social Care instead of introducing a ‘dementia tax? 

 

“We need security and defence policy and means for the UK that is fit for 

the 21st century – the tragic events of the last few weeks have viscerally 

reminded us of this. We have a fully costed manifesto that demonstrates 

how we would fund social care. It is not our policy to scrap trident.” 

 

6. Do you support the creation of a legal right to independent living as 

defined by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities? 

“Yes.” 

 

7. Disabled people’s incomes are being disproportionately hit by austerity 

measures. How will you ensure the social security system meets the 

needs of disabled people and additional costs of disability?  How will 

you support disabled constituents left with no income as a result of 

benefit changes, delays, and sanctions? 

“This will be dealt with through a combination of a Labour government, who 

in addition to what I’ve already outlined, have said they will scrap the 

bedroom tax and the punitive sanctions regimes. There are too many heart-

breaking stories and even untimely, tragic deaths due the worst excesses of 

the Tories’ approach to social security and disability. I have spent much of 

my professional life advocating for women to help them access housing, to  
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resolve their debts or to access appropriate mental health provision. I would 

use these transferable skills to fight to ensure every constituent had access 

to the services they needed.” 

 

8. The new government “Health and Work Programme” will only have 

one fifth of the funding that was available to the Work Programme. 

How will you ensure that Disabled people receive effective 

employment support?  

“By taking a co-production approach and working closely with charities and 

experts by experience.” 

 

9. Changes to the Access to Work (AtW) have undermined what was 

previously a successful programme.  What will you do to improve AtW 

so the scheme can support Disabled people to obtain, maintain and 

progress in paid employment? 

 

“Again, I’d work in conjunction with experts by experience to understand 

what worked that needed re-instating.” 

 

10. According to the Equality and Human Rights Commission’s 

(EHRC) research ‘harassment is a common place occurrence’ for 

Disabled people’.1 Yet there is no national disability hate crime 

prevention and reduction strategy.  Do you support a national 

strategy for tackling disability hate crime, which implements the 

recommendations of the EHRC’s “Out in the open - tackling disability-

related harassment: A manifesto for change”?2 

                                                           
1 . http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/legal-and-policy/our-legal-work/inquiriesand-

assessments/inquiry-into-disability-related-harassment/hidden-in-plain-sightthe-inquiry-

final-report  

2 . http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/publication/out-open-tackling-disabilityrelated-

harassment-manifesto-change 
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“Absolutely. In my previous job I helped the voluntary and 

charity sector across London dialogue with MOPAC (Mayor’s Office for 

Police and Crime). I sat on the panel that awarded the Disability Hate Crime 

advocate funding  

 

and was involved in discussions around the development of an app for 

reporting. London can lead by example on this and then lobby to have it 

become a nationwide strategy.” 

 

11. Deaf people continue to be disadvantaged because British Sign 

Language is not fully recognised and BSL interpreters are not 

provided by public services (e.g. GP surgeries).  Will you support the 

creation of a legal status for British Sign Language through a BSL 

Act?  

“Yes. I am delighted that this is a manifesto pledge of ours.” 

 

12. Co-production with Disabled people will ensure that the design 

of services and assessments meet the needs of Disabled people:  As 

our MP how would you promote and support the work of your local 

Deaf and Disabled People’s and Carers Organisations? 

“Meet with them regularly, advocate with them, and find ways to raise their 

voices locally and nationally to ensure their important voices are heard by 

those that need to hear them.” 

 


